A Service of Word
and Sacrament
The First Sunday in Advent

28 November 2021

Welcome to Christchurch! If you’re visiting with us today, please know that you bless us with your presence!
Children’s Worship Instructions
Children are invited to follow the Crucifer to our Children’s Worship service. Children from 5 years old to 2nd grade will
turn left at the altar and children from 3rd to 5th grade will turn right at the altar. All children will return at the Peace to
join their families for Holy Eucharist. Children are also invited to remain with their parents if they so desire.

Prelude

…………………….

The Entrance Rite

……………………….

The Lighting of the Advent Candle

Verger

Today we light the ﬁrst candle of Advent, the Patriarch’s Candle, which reminds us of our forefathers in the faith,
who longed for the coming of the Redeemer.

Haven, Kacie, Leanne, and Larry Cornwell will light the candle and pray the following prayer:
Let us pray. God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and of all the Patriarchs of old, we thank you for revealing your love for us in
Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of Man. Help us prepare to celebrate his birth. Make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit
to make his home among us. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the Light who is coming into the world. Amen.
Processional Hymn 65 Please stand

1

Prepare the Way, O Zion

The Opening Acclamation (BCP 145)

Celebrant Surely the Lord is coming soon.
People
Amen. Come Lord Jesus!
The Collect for Purity (BCP 106)

Celebrant and people
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Summary of the Law (BCP 106)
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the ﬁrst and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
Matthew 22:37-40
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.
The Kyrie (BCP 106)

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Song of Praise 56 vv. 1-2

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

The Collect for the First Sunday in Advent (BCP 598)

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal
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life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his
glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

…………... The Liturgy of the Word ……………
The First Lesson Please be seated

Zechariah 14:1-9

Behold, a day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil taken from you will be divided in your midst. 2 For I will gather all
the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half of
the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut oﬀ from the city. 3 Then the LORD will go out and
ﬁght against those nations as when he ﬁghts on a day of battle. 4 On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that
lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that
one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward. 5 And you shall ﬂee to the valley of my
mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall ﬂee as you ﬂed from the earthquake in the days
of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 6 On that day there shall be no
light, cold, or frost. 7 And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but at evening
time there shall be light. 8 On that day living waters shall ﬂow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of
them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. 9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that
day the LORD will be one and his name one.
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Lector The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 50:1-6 (BCP 332)
1

The LORD, even the most mighty God, has spoken
and called the world, from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof.
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Out of Zion, perfect in her beauty,
has God shone forth in glory.
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Our God shall come and shall not keep silence;
there shall go before him a consuming ﬁre, and a mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about him.
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He shall call to the heavens above,
and to the earth beneath, that he may judge his people:
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“Gather my faithful together unto me,
those who have made a covenant with me by sacriﬁce.”
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And the heavens shall declare his righteousness,
for God himself is Judge.

The Second Lesson

1 Thessalonians 3:6-13

But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love and reported that
you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you— 7 for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and
aﬄiction we have been comforted about you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you are standing fast in the
Lord. 9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our God, 10 as we
pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 11 Now may our
God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may the Lord make you increase and abound in
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3

love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God
and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Lector The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn 324 Please stand

The Gospel Please stand

Gospeler
People

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Luke 21:25-33

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the
roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

25

4

Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
And he told them a parable: “Look at the ﬁg tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for
yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the
kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33 Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”
28
29

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Sermon Please be seated

The Reverend Morgan W.T. Clark

The Nicene Creed Please stand (BCP 109)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was cruciﬁed under Pontius Pilate;
he suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and gloriﬁed,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People (BCP 110) Please kneel

After each prayer, the People respond with the words “Hear our prayer.”
The Confession of Sin Please stand

Celebrant and People (BCP 112)
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker and judge of us all: We acknowledge and lament our many
sins and oﬀenses, which we have committed by thought, word, and deed against your divine majesty, provoking most
justly your righteous anger against us. We are deeply sorry for these our transgressions; the burden of them is more
than we can bear. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for your Son our Lord Jesus
Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore serve and please you in newness of life, to
the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Absolution
The Comfortable Words (BCP 113)

The Celebrant may the say one or more of the following sentences, ﬁrst saying
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Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life. John 3:16
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy

1:15
If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2
The Peace

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And with your spirit.
The ministers and people greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Welcome and Parish Announcements Please be seated

…………… The Holy Communion ……………
At the Setting of the Table

Savior of the Nations, Come

Martin Luther

Savior of the nations, come!
Virgin's Son, make here your home.
Marvel now, both heaven and earth,
that the Lord chose such a birth.
Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child
of the Virgin undeﬁled!
Mighty God and Mary's son,
eager now his race to run!
Thus on earth the Word appears,
gracing his created spheres;
hence to death and hell descends,
then the heavenly throne ascends.
Come, O Father's saving Son,
who o'er sin the victory won.
Boundless shall your kingdom be;
grant that we its glories see.
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Presentation Hymn 57 v.1 Please stand

Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending

The Great Thanksgiving - Anglican Standard Text (BCP 115)

Please stand
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,
because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life: that
when he shall come again in power and great glory to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus
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All praise and glory is yours, O God our heavenly Father, for in your tender mercy, you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to
suﬀer death upon the Cross for our redemption. He made there, by his one oblation of himself once oﬀered, a full, perfect,
and suﬃcient sacriﬁce, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and he instituted, and in his Holy Gospel
commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death and sacriﬁce, until his coming again.
So now, O merciful Father, in your great goodness, we ask you to bless and sanctify, with your Word and Holy Spirit, these
gifts of bread and wine, that we, receiving them according to your Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
For on the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you;
for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you
drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
And here we oﬀer and present to you, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacriﬁce.
We humbly pray that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of
your Son Jesus Christ, be ﬁlled with your grace and heavenly benediction, and be made one body with him, that he may
dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, because of our many sins, to oﬀer you any sacriﬁce, yet we ask you to accept this duty and
service we owe, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our oﬀenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer (BCP 118)
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread (BCP 118)

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacriﬁced for us.
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Invitation to Communion

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Please be seated
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Lamb of God, Agnus Dei

Fraction Anthem Hymn

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination, are welcome to receive the
real and living presence of Christ in this Holy Communion.
To receive the Bread, which is dipped in the Wine, extend your hands upward, palms crossed.
Anyone may come forward for a blessing in lieu of Communion.
Please indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms on your chest.
Ushers will guide you from your pew. The rails are ﬁlled from the center front to the back. Please
maintain physical distance from those not in your family.
Once you receive, please return to your seat via the side aisle.
If you would like prayer, Prayer Teams are available in either of the transepts.

Communion Music
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Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending

Lo! he comes, with clouds descending,
once for our salvation slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.

Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshipers;
with what rapture
gaze we on those glorious scars!

Every eye shall now behold him,
robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at nought and sold him,
pierced, and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.

Yea, amen! let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the power and glory;
claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

Communion Music

Come Thou Long-expected Jesus

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us ﬁnd our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art:
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king,
born to reign in us for ever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-suﬃcient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

How I Need You

Communion Music
Every day in Your hands
You were there before time began
Sovereign one I rest in Your plan
From the depths to the dawn
You are there Your promise is strong
I will trust with all that I am

You fashioned me formed my heart
Search my soul and know every thought
Love so great but never too far
And through the storm You're the calm
And every war You've already won
Life secure in Your loving arms

Chorus
Jesus Jesus oh how I need You
You stay the same
You are good in Your ways
Jesus Jesus oh how I need You
You are enough
All my trust is in You Lord
Communion Music

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Let all mortal ﬂesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of Light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
in the Body and the Blood
he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heavenly food.

At his feet the six-winged seraph;
cherubim with sleepless eye
veil their faces to the Presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,
"Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!"
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Post Communion Prayer Please kneel (BCP 120)

Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us, through this Sacrament, of
your favor and goodness towards us: that we are true members of the mystical body of your Son, the blessed company
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of your everlasting kingdom. And we humbly ask you,
heavenly Father, to assist us with your grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all the good works
that you have prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Blessing for the First Sunday in Advent
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of
his blessing and set you free from all sin; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and
remain with you, now and forevermore. Amen.
Recessional Hymn 72 Please Stand
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Hark! The Glad Sound!

The Dismissal

Gospeler
People
Gospeler
People
Gospeler
People

God is good,
All the time!
All the time,
God is good!
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Pièce Héroïque

Postlude

César Franck

Serving in the Liturgy
Celebrant
Gospeler
Music Director and Organist
Vergers
Lectors and Chalice Bearers
Altar Guild
Greeters
Prayer Team
Ushers

The Very Reverend Andrew M. Rowell
The Reverend Morgan W.T. Clark
Thomas Bowers
Maggie Springer and Bryan McLaughlin
Christy Holding and Jon Carroll
Jackie Butler, Nancy McBride, Lyle Wilder, and Becky
Pollard
Kevin Houlditch and Dondra Houlditch
Ruth Brewbaker, Dick Brewbaker, Dee Mooty, and Dolly
McLemore
Price McLemore, Tripp Clements, Tom Saunders, Jeﬀ
Crane, and Bryan Craven
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Holy Eucharist: 9:30 am Sunday
Christian Education: 11 am Sundays, 6 pm on Wednesdays, and opportunities throughout the week

The Very Rev. Andrew M. Rowell - Rector
The Rev. Morgan W.T. Clark - Associate Rector
The Rev. Alan L. Reid - Pastoral Associate
8800 Vaughn Road Montgomery, AL 36117
Phone: (334) 387-0566 Fax: (334) 387-0567
www.christchurchanglican.net
The Christchurch App is available for both Apple and Android
Find us on Facebook, watch our sermons on YouTube, or listen on iTunes Podcasts
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