The Great Vigil of Easter
with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism

11 April 2020

Welcome to the Great Vigil of Easter!

May God richly bless you on this holiest of nights, as we celebrate all that God has promised throughout the ages
and has brought to fruition through the death, burial and resurrection of His Son our Savior Jesus Christ.

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle
The service begins in darkness.
The Celebrant addresses the people.
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites
her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by
hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.

The Paschal Candle is lit.
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

The Gospeler announces the Light of Christ.
Gospeler

People

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty King.
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal
King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your
people. All you who stand near this marvelous and holy ﬂame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing the
worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God,
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Gospeler

Gospeler

People

Gospeler

People

Gospeler

People

Gospeler
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice to praise you, the invisible,
almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and
by his blood delivered your faithful people. For he is the true Paschal Lamb, the very Lamb of God whose blood marks the
doorposts of believers and makes us holy.
This is the night, when you brought our forebears, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the
Red Sea on dry land. This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to
grace and holiness of life. This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the
grave. How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and lovingkindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you
gave a Son. How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to ﬂight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the
fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. How blessed is this night,
when earth and heaven are joined and Man is reconciled to God.
Therefore, O Holy Father, accept our evening sacriﬁce, the oﬀering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to
drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, ﬁnd it ever burning—he who gives his light to
all creation, and who lives and reigns
Gospeler

People

Gospeler
Let us kneel before the Lord, who is full of compassion and mercy, and confess our sins in penitence and faith.
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Gospeler and People kneel
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Absolution

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

…………… The Liturgy of the Word …………...
Celebrant

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, remembering how he saved his people in ages past
and in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that God may bring to
completion in each of us the saving work he has begun.

The Creation

Genesis 1:1-2:3
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the ﬁrst day. 6 And God said, “Let
there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse
and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God
called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 9 And God said, “Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, “Let the
earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on
the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and
there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from
the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.
19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of
living creatures, and let birds ﬂy above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures
and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and ﬁll the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the ﬁfth day. 24 And God said,
“Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth
according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the ﬁsh of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
1:1

3

earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and ﬁll the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the ﬁsh of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was
so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day. 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were ﬁnished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day
God ﬁnished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3 So God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

Celebrant

Let us pray.
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that
we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Fall

Genesis 3
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the ﬁeld that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman,
“Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of
the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden,
neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed ﬁg leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said
to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and
I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of
the ﬁeld; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.15 I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your oﬀspring and her oﬀspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the
woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be
contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” 17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of
your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants
of the ﬁeld. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you
are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And
the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the
man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and
eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he
was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a ﬂaming sword that
turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.
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Celebrant

Let us pray.
O God, you sent your blessed Son, the seed of the woman, that he might crush the serpent’s head and make all
creation new: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again
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with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea

Exodus 14:10-15:1
When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them,
and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is
not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us
to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand ﬁrm, and see the
salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again.
14 The Lord will ﬁght for you, and you have only to be silent.” 15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the
people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staﬀ, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of
Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after
them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that
I am the Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 19 Then the angel of God who was
going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood
behind them, 20 coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit
up the night without one coming near the other all night. 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people
of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.
23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his
horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of ﬁre and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and
threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said,
“Let us ﬂee from before Israel, for the Lord ﬁghts for them against the Egyptians.” 26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch
out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their
horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning
appeared. And as the Egyptians ﬂed into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and
covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them
remained. 29 But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left. 30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians
dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord,
and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 15:1 Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord,
saying, “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.”
14:10

Celebrant

Let us pray.
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, by the power of your mighty arm you
once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation oﬀered to all
nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the oﬀspring
of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A New Heart and a New Spirit

Ezekiel 36:24-28
I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle
clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will
give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your ﬂesh and give
you a heart of ﬂesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my
rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
24

5

Celebrant

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you promise your faithful people new life in the water of
Baptism: Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, that we who are born again may serve you in faith and
love, and grow into the full stature of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sequence Hymn 439 Please stand

The Holy Gospel Please remain standing

Gospeler
People

What Wondrous Love Is This?

Matthew 28:1-10

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the ﬁrst day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the
tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards
trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who
was cruciﬁed. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have
told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

Gospeler
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Easter Alleluia

Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The candles at the Altar are now lighted from the Paschal Candle as the people ring bells throughout the world!
Jesus Christ is Risen Today

Hymn 207
0
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Holy Baptism
God Grants His Creation New Life through Christ Please be seated

Romans 6:3-11
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was cruciﬁed with him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives
he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
The Exhortation and Presentation

Celebrant

Dearly beloved, Scripture teaches that we were all dead in our sins and trespasses. Our Savior Jesus Christ said,
“Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God,” and he commissioned the
Church to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.” Therefore we will ask our heavenly Father that this candidate, being baptized with water, may be
ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit, born again, and received as a living member of Christ’s holy Church.

The candidate is presented by his Godparents and Sponsoring Parents,
Parents &
Godparents I present N.N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Celebrant

Today, on behalf of this child, you shall make vows to renounce the devil and all his works, to trust God
wholeheartedly, and to serve him faithfully. It is your task to see that he is taught, as soon as he is able to learn,
the meaning of all these vows, and of the Faith that you will profess as revealed in the Holy Scriptures. He must
come to put his trust in Jesus, and learn the Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and all other
things which a Christian ought to know, believe, and do for the welfare of their souls. When he has embraced
all these, having become a disciple of Jesus, he is to come to the Bishop to be conﬁrmed, that he may claim the
Faith for his own and be further strengthened by the Holy Spirit to serve Christ and his Kingdom.
8

Celebrant

Are you willing to undertake this?

Parents &
Godparents I am, the Lord being my helper.
Profession of Faith

Celebrant

Do you renounce the Devil and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?

Parents and
Godparents I renounce them.
Celebrant

Do you renounce the empty promises and deadly deceits of this world which corrupt
and destroy the creatures of God?

Parents and
Godparents I renounce them.
Celebrant

Do you renounce the sinful desires of the ﬂesh that draw you from the love of God?

Parents and
Godparents I renounce them.
Celebrant

Almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness and evil, and lead you into the light and obedience of
the kingdom of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and confess him as your Lord and Savior?

Parents and
Godparents I do.
Celebrant

Do you joyfully receive the Christian Faith, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments?

Parents and
Godparents I do.
Celebrant

Will you obediently keep God’s holy will and commandments, and walk in them all the days of your life?

Parents and
Godparents I will, the Lord being my helper.
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Celebrant

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in his life in Christ?

People

We will.

Celebrant

Let us join with this candidate to proclaim our faith in the words of the ancient baptismal confessions, the
Apostles’ Creed.

Celebrant

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?

People

I do. I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant

Do you believe and trust in Jesus Christ?

People

I do. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. He suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried: he descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?

People

I do. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, The forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers for the Candidates

Celebrant

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting Father, in your great mercy you saved Noah and his family in the Ark from the
destruction of the ﬂood, preﬁguring the sacrament of Holy Baptism. Look mercifully upon this your servant.
Wash and sanctify him through your Holy Spirit, that he may be delivered from destruction and received into
the Ark of Christ’s Church; and being steadfast in faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in love, he may pass
through the turbulent ﬂoods of this troublesome world and come into the land of everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Thanksgiving Over the Water

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is just and right so to do.

Celebrant

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.
Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son
Jesus received the baptism of John in the River Jordan when the Holy Spirit descended upon him as a dove.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in
his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Now, Father, sanctify this water by the power of your Holy Spirit. May all who are baptized here be cleansed
from sin, be born again, and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and Forever. Amen.

The Baptism

The candidate is presented by name to the a priest who then pours water upon the candidate, saying
N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The priest then marks the candidate’s forehead with the sign of the cross, saying
N., receive the sign of the Cross as a token of your new life in Christ, in which you shall not be ashamed to confess the faith
of Christ cruciﬁed, to ﬁght bravely under his banner against the world, the ﬂesh, and the devil, and to continue as his faithful
servant to the end of your days. Amen.

A priest then hands the newly baptized a candle lit from the Paschal candle, saying
N., receive this candle and remember that you are the light of Christ in the world. Amen.
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The Celebrant prays
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness
of sin, received him as your own child by adoption, made him a member of your Church, and raised him to the new life of
grace. Sustain him, O, Lord, in your Holy Spirit, that he may enjoy everlasting salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The people are invited to sing “Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me! this I know,
For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong,
They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

Celebrant
Celebrant
& People

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We receive you into the fellowship of the Church. Confess the faith of Christ cruciﬁed, proclaim his
resurrection, and share with us in the royal priesthood of all his people.

The Collect for Easter Please stand

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And with your spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Celebrant
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit
of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity
and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen
The Homily

The Reverend William N. McQueen

The Peace Please remain standing

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And with your spirit.
Greet those in your home in the name of the Lord, or send a text or two, extending peace to those in your church family!
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Presentation Hymn Please stand

My God, How Wonderful Thou Art

My God, how wonderful thou art
Thy majesty how bright
How beautiful thy mercy-seat
in depths of burning light

No earthly father loves like thee
No mother half as mild
Bears and forbears, as thou hast done
with me, thy sinful child

Timeless, spaceless, single, lonely
Yet sublimely Three
O Thou art grandly, always, only
God in Unity

How dread are thine eternal years
O everlasting Lord
By holy angels, day and night
Incessantly adored

How beautiful, how beautiful,
the sight of thee will be,
Thine endless wisdom, boundless power,
and awful purity!

Only to sit and think of God
Oh what joy it is
To think the thought, to breathe the
Name
Earth has no higher bliss

O how I fear thee, living God
With deepest, tenderest fears
and worship thee with trembling hope
and penitential tears

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord

Yet I may love thee too, O Lord
Almighty as thou art
For thou hast stooped to ask of me
the love of my poor heart
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord

In your incarnation, in your cruciﬁxion,
in your resurrection we exult
In your living witness, in your gracious
friendship,
Jesus, in your justice, we exult
In your gentle power, in your boundless
wisdom,
in your advancing Kingdom, we exult
In your loving kindness, giving sight
from blindness,
inﬁnite and timeless, we exult

Father of Jesus, love’s reward
what rapture it will be
Prostrate before Thy throne to lie
and gaze and gaze on thee
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord

The Great Thanksgiving - Renewed Ancient Text (BCP 132)

The people remain standing.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,
but chieﬂy are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true
Paschal Lamb, who was oﬀered for us, and has taken away the sin of the world; who by his death has destroyed death, and by
his rising to life again has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The Prayer of Consecration

The People kneel. The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your inﬁnite love you made us for yourself; and when we had sinned against you and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became ﬂesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon
the Cross and oﬀered himself once for all, that by his suﬀering and death we might be saved. By his resurrection he broke the
bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory,
that we might come with conﬁdence before the throne of grace.
On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you;
for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you
drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacriﬁce of praise and thanksgiving, and we oﬀer you these
gifts.
Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us
also, that we may worthily receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us and we in
him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the joy of
your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacriﬁced for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
Invitation to Communion

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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While the Celebrant alone receives physical Communion, you are invited to make what the Early Church called “Spiritual
Communion,” also described as a participation in the “Sacrament of Desire.” This means of receiving the Eucharist was
especially useful in times of imprisonment, famine, war, or exile. While we cannot all be together, you can be assured, as you
pray this prayer, aloud or in your heart, that you have made your communion:

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I desire to possess
you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I
unite myself to you, together with all your faithful people gathered around the altar of Christchurch and every altar of your
Church, and I embrace you with all the aﬀections of my soul. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
2019 BCP 677, Prayer 106
Post Communion Prayer Please kneel

Celebrant and People
Heavenly Father, We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the body of
your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Easter Blessing
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow
upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be
united with Christ for ever. Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your
eternal inheritance. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.

Amen.
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Celtic Alleluia

Hymn

Refrain

Cantor: Now he is living, the Christ.
Out of the tomb he is risen;
He has conquered death—
Opened heaven to all believers.

Cantor: The right hand of God raised me up.
The hand of the Lord has triumphed.
I shall never die—I shall live
Telling his deeds.

Refrain

Refrain

Cantor: He is the first fruits from death,
Now are our lives filled with glory!
Darkness vanishes in the light
Of his power.

Cantor: The stone which the builders rejected
Becomes the cornerstone chosen.
Praise the work of God for this
Marvel in our eyes!

Refrain

Refrain

Cantor: Give thanks to the Lord, he is good.
The love of the Lord knows no ending.
Sons of Israel, say:
“His love has no end.”
Dismissal

Gospeler
People
Postlude

Let us go forth in the power of the Risen Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praeludium

Candidate for Holy Baptism
Therefore in joyful obedience to your son, we bring into his fellowship
those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Louis Bruce Echols
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